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(b) The EA, the FNSI, and all other
appropriate planning documents will
be provided to the appropriate deci-
sionmaker for review and consider-
ation. The signature page for the EA
and FNSI package will be signed by the
decisionmaker to indicate his or her
review and approval.

§ 651.24 Decision process.

Every EA results in a FNSI or a NOI
to prepare an EIS. Initiation of a NOI
to prepare an EIS should occur at any
time in the decision process when sig-
nificant effects are determined.

(a) The FNSI is a separate document
(40 CFR 1508.13) that briefly presents
reasons why an action will not have a
significant effect on the human envi-
ronment and, thus, will not be the sub-
ject of an EIS. The FNSI will contain a
summary of the EA or have the EA at-
tached. If the EA is attached, the FNSI
may incorporate it by reference, thus
avoiding duplication of discussion. The
FNSI will reference other relevant en-
vironmental documents that are being
or have been prepared. The FNSI must
contain the following:

(1) The name of the action.
(2) A brief description of the action

(including any alternatives consid-
ered).

(3) A short discussion of the antici-
pated environmental effects.

(4) The facts and conclusions that
have led to the FNSI.

(5) A deadline and POC for further in-
formation or receipt of public com-
ments. (See § 651.35.)

(b) The FNSI should not exceed two
typewritten pages in length.

(c) The FNSI will be made available
to the public prior to initiation of the
proposed action, unless it is excluded
on a security basis. (See § 651.11 for se-
curity exclusions.) FNSIs that have na-
tional interest should be submitted
with the proposed press release
through command channels to Deputy
of Environment, Safety, and Occupa-
tional Health (DESOH) for approval
and subsequent publication in the FR.
FNSIs having national interest will be
coordinated with Office of the Chief of
Public Affairs (OCPA). Local publica-
tion of the FNSI will not precede the
FR publication. The text of the publi-

cation should be identical to the FR
publication.

(d) For actions of only regional or
local interest, the FNSI will be pub-
licized in accordance with 40 CFR
1506.6(b) and § 651.12(b)(2) of this regula-
tion. Distribution of the FNSI (30 days
prior to intitiation of the proposed ac-
tion) should include any agencies, or-
ganizations, and individuals who have
expressed interest in the project and
others whom the proponent and pre-
parers (defined in the Glossary) deem
appropriate.

§ 651.25 Public involvement.

(a) Environmental agencies, appli-
cants, and the public should be in-
volved to the extent practical in the
preparation of an EA. When consid-
ering the extent practicable of public
interaction (40 CFR 1501.4(b)), some of
the factors to be weighed are—

(1) Magnitude of the proposed project/
action.

(2) Extent of anticipated public inter-
est.

(3) Urgency of the proposal.
(4) Any relevant questions of na-

tional security classification.
(b) See § 651.35 for additional public

involvement information.

§ 651.26 Public availability.

Documents incorporated into the EA
or FNSI by reference will be available
for public review. Where possible, use
of public libraries is encouraged. Oper-
ating hours of the chosen depository
should extend beyond normal business
hours.

§ 651.27 Existing environmental assess-
ments (EAs).

EAs are dynamic documents. To en-
sure that the setting, actions, and ef-
fects described remain substantially
accurate, the proponent or installation
environmental officer will periodically
review existing documentation (envi-
ronmental impact assessment (EIA) or
(EA)) as an action continues. Prepara-
tion of a new environmental document
is necessary if substantive changes
have occurred.
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